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Abstract (¥EXER)

The Rice Riots and Story of One’s Experience:
Centered on Former Higashimizuhashi-machi, Na-
kaniikawa-gun, Toyama Prefecture

OKAWA Hiromu

According to research on rice riots in recent years, Higashimizuhashi-machi,
Nakaniikawa-gun (present-day Toyama City) is often cited as the place that
started the riots in 1918. This is based on the results of interviews conducted
by Shigejiro MATSUI, Mitsuo IMOTO and others, as well as research stem-
ming from those interviews. However, Imoto’s research has been questioned
with regard to the progress of the rice riots in Higashimizuhashi-machi. Also,
perhaps because Matsui and Imoto were mainly interested in confirming the
fact that the riots in Higashimizuhashi-machi were the beginning of the rice
riots, some of the stories told by those who experienced the riots leave room for
historical examination. This paper investigates the progress of the rice riots as
they developed in Higashimizuhashi-machi from August 4 and attempts to po-
sition the narratives by people who experienced the riots historically based on
the progression. Regarding the riots between August 4 and 6, I have clarified
the progression of the riot by comparing the stories of people who experienced
the riot and related historical documents. Based on the process of develop-
ment, it also examines what kind of experience the rice riots in Higashimizu-
hashi-machi had for each narrator. For one of the participants in the riot, the
rice riot was the experience of being led by ‘Oyakata’ (stablemaster) to attend
to the group’s demands every night to extract concessions from Takamatsu, a
rice merchant because she is a dockworker and homeworker during the day.
For another participant, the rice riots were an experience of unexpected eu-
phoria due to the break away from daily consciousness in spite of participating
as a result of local compulsion. On the other hand, for the people involved on
the side of the rice merchants who were rocked by the riots, the same break
away from the daily consciousness brought about anxiety and fear only the rice
riots could bring. This diversity of experience should enrich the historical pic-
ture of the rice riots.



